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Newsletter

The goal of our society is
to educate ourselves and
the general public in the
classification, evolution
and propagation, culture,
care, and development of
the cultural and economic
importance of orchids;
support the
this
fascinating group of

and to

conservation

plants. Membership is
open to anyone who is
the
objectives, aims, and
purposes of the EEOS,
Inc.

interested in

The East Everglades
Orchid Society meets on
the FOURTH TUESDAY
of each month with
Judging at 7:30 PM and
orchid related talk held at
8:00 PM

Meeting place: University
of Florida Miami-Dade
Extension Bldg. at

18710 SW 288th St
Homestead, Fl

Visitors are always

welcome.

Visit us at our Website at
www. orchidseeos.com
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Our January. Meeting
Tuesday, Jan. 28, 2025 at 7:00 PM

We have a wonderful speaker this month,
Alex Bello, from Bello Tropicals Nursery.
He’ll be giving us a peek at the beautiful
cattleya orchids of South America. A
collector of all types of tropical plants,
he’ll be brining a bevy of plants for our

raffle table and for purchase. | don’t
know about you, but | can’t wait to hear
all about this!
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Don’t forget to purchase your EEOS shirt
Please see.Donna.Taylor..............................
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President’s Message

Happy New Year, everyone! It’s new year with new beginnings. Gone are all the bad things
from the past like bud blasts, insects, diseases and viruses. | am declaring 2025 as the year of
the healthy and happy orchid — flowers everywhere, for everyone!

All kidding aside, this cold snap we’ve had for waaay too long could be more hurtful and helpful,
but hopefully, the temps aren’t low enough to do too much damage. | know that here in South
Florida, watering helps as the water from the hose is warmer than the air temperature during
these cold mornings. | hope your collections fare well.

We have our road trip next month to visit the Boca Raton Orchid Society Show & Sale. The date
is Saturday, February 8, 2025. It’s a wonderful show with many vendors and beautiful displays
to see. There’s only one requirement for the trip and that is, everyone has to have fun!

We have a wonderful speaker this month, Alex Bello, from Bello Tropicals Nursery. He’ll be
giving us a peek at the beautiful cattleya orchids of South America. A collector of all types of
tropical plants, he’ll be brining a bevy of plants for our raffle table and for purchase. | don’t
know about you, but | can’t wait to hear all about this!

Be sure you have your judging entry forms completed when you bring in your plants for judging.
It saves a lot of time and helps the judges. This is the link for the judging entry form found on
our website:
https://www.orchidseeos.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Ribbon-Judging-Entry-Form.pdf

Remember to bring a dish to share with your fellow members and to those who never fail to
bring a dish each and every month, Thank you!

Last, but not least, there will not be a silent auction this month.

See you soon!

Jere

The Orchid Column
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Alex Bello

A collector and an avid grower of tropical plants ranging from
bromeliads, orchids, ferns, aroids and beyond.

He has been collecting all types of tropical plants for over 25 years
with his specialty being bromeliads.

Alex first became addicted to bromeliads when he was gifted a
variegated neoregelia which set off what set off an out-of-control
hobby that he truly loves.

Alex has held high level positions in the plant industry ranging from
Southern Regions Director for the Bromeliad Society International,
president of the Bromeliad Society of South Florida, Florida council
of Bromeliad societies and President of the International Aroid
Society, Show and Sale Chairmen for both organizations.

Alex is an avid outdoorsman whose love for the Everglades and
Florida's ecology is truly remarkable.

He also enjoys fishing, swamp walks, "any outdoor adventure in any
environment', and is a 23-year veteran of the Miami-Dade County
public schools as a high school administrative assistant over school
operations, budget, and personnel.

The Orchid Column
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We are looking for individuals that are interested in learning about judging plants and who
are willing to help judge the members plants before the meeting. If you are interested
please see David Schaffter.

The Orchid Column
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January. Birthdays

Cherri Price 4
David Schaffter 31
Judy Congdon 8
Ofelia Yony 13
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Have you seen our Website
www.orchidseeos.com?

Have you been to our Facebook page?

WE would love your feedback

Annual Membership Dues
$30.00 Individual
$40.00 Couples

Mail your check to:

Donna Taylor
9975 SW 196 St
Cutler Bay, FL 33157

Don’t forget to purchase your EEOS shirt
Please see Donna Taylor

The Orchid Column
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Meet the 2025 Board of
Directors

President
Tere Camacho

Vice President
Judy Congdon

Treasurer
Donna Taylor

Secretary
Madelyn Tucker

Trustees
Kim Belisle
Alan Smith
Bill Capps
Leila Werner
Lynn Corson
David Schaffer

Immediate Past-President
Kim Belisle

“The East Everglades Orchid Society acknowledges
participation support from the Homestead Center for the Arts
and the Miami-Dade County Department of Cultural Affairs in
their association with the porjects for which grant

funds were received ’

The Orchid Column
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